[Delayed facial nerve palsy after otologic surgery].
Delayed facial nerve palsy (DFP) is rarely experienced after otologic surgeries that do not directly touch the facial nerves, such as tympano-mastoidectomy, cochlear implants, and stapes surgery, and is troublesome to both surgeons and patients if it happens. Here, we report 7 cases of DFP, including one case that developed DFP after endolymphatic sac surgery. The ratios of occurrence were as follows: 0.7% (2/305) for tympano-mastoidectomy, 0.8% (3/354) for cochlear implant, 0.4% (1/260) for stapes surgery and 1.0% (1/98) for endolymphatic sac surgery. All otologic surgeries, except for endolymphatic sac surgery, exposed the chorda tympani, and all surgeries, except for stapes surgery, underwent drilling for a mastoidectomy. Furthermore, DFP was always observed ipsilaterally to the operated ear after otologic surgeries and was never seen after benign parotid tumor surgery or total laryngectomy. Therefore, there may be a strong relationship between DFP and the procedures, used during otologic surgeries.